William scott funk, msc, cwr
Director of wildlife rehabilitation/Wildlife Health Researcher	    
Cell: +1 405 408 7139 | Whatsapp: +44 7921 894827
wfunk21@rvc.ac.uk
Areas of expertice			        williamini33.wixsite.com/williamfunk

Veterinary nursing, wildlife disease surveillance, disease mitigation, post-mortem examinations, parasitology, PCR, toxicology, microbiology, captive wildlife husbandry, wildlife management

Academic Experience

2024 - Present	Master of Public Health | Student | Public Health
	Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, OK, US
	Advisor: Dr Jared Taylor
	Thesis: Disease Management in Rehabilitated Raccoons (Procyon lotor): Trends, 
	Mitigation, and Public Health Implications
2021 - 2022 	Master of Science | Awarded 2022 | Wild Animal Biology 
University of London – Royal Veterinary College, London, Eng, UK
Advisor: Dr Tammy Shadbolt
Thesis: Morphologic and Molecular Characterization of Gastrointestinal Helminths in Red Kites (Milvus milvus) in England and Wales
2015 - 2020 	Bachelor of Agricultural Science | Awarded 2020 | Natural Resource Ecology and 
		Management 
Concentration: Wild Animal Biology (Pre-Veterinary)
Oklahoma State University – Department of Natural Resource Ecology and Management, Stillwater, OK, US
2015 - 2020 	Bachelor of Science | Awarded 2020 | Biology 
Oklahoma State University – Department of Integrated Biology, Stillwater, OK, US

Relevant Certifications

2021 - Present	Advanced Open Water Diver, Professional Association of Diving Instructors
2020 - Present	Certified Wildlife Rehabilitator, International Wildlife Rehabilitators Council
2022 - 2024	RECOVER CPR: Advanced Life Support, American College of Veterinary Emergency 
	and Critical Care
2022 - 2024	RECOVER CPR: Basic Life Support, American College of Veterinary Emergency and 
	Critical Care
2022 - 2023	Marine Mammal Medic, British Divers Marine Life Rescue 
2020 - 2021	Certified Animal Euthanasia Technician, Oklahoma Board of Veterinary Medical 
	Practitioners

Research Experience

Graduate Student Researcher, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, OK, US (Sep 2024 - Present)
· Conduct experimental, observational, genetic, and retrospective studies related to the health of raccoons admitted to rehabilitation in Oklahoma, with an emphasis on vaccine efficacy, neurologic disease outbreaks, and public health concerns associated with zoonotic parasites. 
Private Researcher, Funk’s Wildlife Disease Lab, Noble, OK, US (Sep 2022 - Present)
· Established an opportunistic disease surveillance program for patients admitted to a large wildlife rehabilitation center in Oklahoma, conducting post-mortem examinations on mammalian, herptile, and avian cases and parasite screening and identification; expanded under the role of Director of Wildlife Rehabilitation to include the retrospective analysis of patient records to assess husbandry practices, disease outbreaks, and medical management practices. 
Graduate Student Researcher, Zoological Society of London, London, England, UK (Sep 2021 - Sep
2022)
· Utilized morphologic and molecular methods to identify parasites found in free-ranging red kites admitted to the Disease Risk Analysis and Health Surveillance Program.
Lab Technician, Oklahoma Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit, Stillwater, OK, US (Oct 2019 - 
May 2020)
· Sorted invertebrate field samples to their specified Orders using dichotomous keys and obtained morphometrics. Compiled morphometric data into Excel and conducted statistical analyses.

Wildlife Technician, Oklahoma Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit, Stillwater, OK, US (May 
2016 - Aug 2016)
· Trapped, sedated, and collected samples from free-ranging black bears in Eastern Oklahoma to assess population dynamics, including movement ecology through the use of portable radio telemetry.
Field/Lab Technician, Oklahoma State University - Department of Natural Resource Ecology and 
Management, Stillwater, OK, US (Jan 2016 - May 2016)
· Collected coyote scat samples from the field and identified prey items through microscopic evaluation of fecal contents. 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Lecturer, Oklahoma State University College of Veterinary Medicine, Stillwater, OK, US (Jan - May 
2026)
· Scheduled to present several lectures to 2nd and 3rd year veterinary students enrolled in the class VMED 7661: Infectious and Parasitic Diseases of Wild Animals Elective; topics to include wildlife rehabilitation, zoonotic parasites, and captive medical management. 
Guest Lecturer, Hadlow College, Hadlow, Kent, Eng, UK (Nov 2025)
· Scheduled to lecture to A-level students enrolled in the Animal Management Course on the topic of Ethics and Welfare Considerations with Captive Wildlife. 
Course Instructor, International Wildlife Rehabilitators Council, Eugene, OR, US (Sep 2024 - Present)
· Teaching the Basics of Wildlife Rehabilitation course and labs on various aspects of wildlife rehabilitation both using both in-person and remote methods. Providing feedback and guidance on assignments and grading assignments and exams based on established answer keys. 
Student Instructor, Horse Science Academy at Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, OK, US (Nov 
2017 - Nov 2019)
· Taught various workshops to high school aged students which incorporates STEM disciplines with their interest in horses, focusing on using math and science to make economical, ethical, and sustainable decisions regarding equine health care and management. Topics included “The Equine Athlete”, “Parasites, Their Management and Anthelmintic Resistance”, “Equine Anatomy”, and “Operant Conditioning and First Aid”.

CLINICAL EXPERIENCE

Director of Wildlife Rehabilitation, Wildcare Oklahoma, Noble, OK, US (Jan 2024 - Present)	          
· Manage and participate in the day-to-day rehabilitative care of over 8000 wildlife patients annually, including the duties of all previous roles, as well as implementing and evaluating animal husbandry practices, feeder animal breeding programs, and diet revisions. 
Wildlife Health Specialist, Wildcare Oklahoma, Noble, OK, United States (Aug 2023 - Dec 2023)
· Assisted in daily veterinary care of wildlife patients performing intake physical examinations, anesthesia, diagnostic testing (including cytology, fecal analyses, and hematology), radiographs,
surgical assistance, wound management, physical therapy, fluid therapy, drug dosage and administration, euthanasia, and necropsies. Conduct in-house research to evaluate medical management practices and patient success factors.
Veterinary ICU Nurse, Neel Veterinary Hospital, Oklahoma City, OK, US (Sep 2022 - Oct 2023)
· Fulfilled the duties of charge nurse, including managing the employees, patients, and treatments in the ICU; establishing and maintaining communication between doctors, owners, technicians, and assistants; and training new employees in the daily tasks of the ICU as well as medical treatments, including pharmacology, wound management, phlebotomy, and laboratory testing.
· Performed advanced medical treatments, including the placement and maintenance of central lines, chest tubes, and nasogastric tubes, facilitation of hyperbaric oxygen treatments, ultrasound-guided sample collection, and urinary catheter placement (male and female, canine and feline). 
· Managed and maintained the blood donor program, including keeping records, collecting blood for transfusions, blood typing, and cross matching. 
· Other duties as described in Veterinary ICU Assistant position. 
Veterinary ICU Assistant, Neel Veterinary Hospital, Oklahoma City, OK, US (Dec 2020 - Jun 2021)
· Monitored and cared for critical patients, including catheter placement and maintenance, phlebotomy, wound management, drug dosage and administration, radiographs, CPR, surgical assistance, anesthesia, and euthanasia. 
· Assisted the exotic veterinarian on zoo welfare checks; provided husbandry and diet recommendations to owners and operators; provided emergency and critical care to exotic species, including bobcats, macaques, and raptors.
Wildlife Veterinary Assistant, Wildcare Oklahoma, Noble, OK, US (Aug 2020 - Jun 2021)
· Assisted in daily veterinary care of wildlife patients performing intake physical examinations, anesthesia, diagnostic testing, radiographs, surgical assistance, wound management, physical therapy, fluid therapy, drug dosage and administration, euthanasia, and necropsies. 
Wildlife Rehabilitation Senior Fellow, Wildcare Oklahoma, Noble, OK, US (Jun 2020 - Aug 2020)
· Same duties as described in Wildlife Rehabilitation Fellow position with an expanded scope to include avian patients. Trained first year fellows, interns, and volunteers.
Necropsy Technician, Oklahoma Animal Disease Diagnostics Laboratory, Stillwater, OK, US (Apr 2019 -
Apr 2020)
· Assisted pathologists and veterinary students with necropsies and sample collections. Removed and prepare brains from suspected rabies subjects to send off for testing. Trimmed biopsy samples for histological slide production, including decalcifying samples when necessary. 
Wildlife Rehabilitation Fellow, Wildcare Oklahoma, Noble, OK, US (May 2017 - Aug 2017)
· Provided daily rehabilitative care to native orphaned and injured wildlife species, including appropriate diet preparation and administration, fluid and medication administration, and monitoring for abnormal behaviors, sickness, or injury. Primarily focused on raccoons, mesocarnivores (coyotes, foxes, and bobcats), riparian mammals (beavers and otters), rabies vector species (skunks and bats), and reptiles.
Veterinary Assistant, Council Veterinary Hospital, Bethany, OK, US (Jan 2013 - August 2015)
· Assist in daily veterinary care of companion patients including restraint for physical examinations, specimen collection, diagnostic testing, radiographs, surgical instrument sterilization, surgical assistance, monitoring for anesthesia recovery, wound management, drug dosage and administration, vaccination preparation and administration, and euthanasia.

EXTERNSHIPS AND WORKSHOPS

Animal Care Extern Oklahoma Primate Sanctuary, Newcastle, OK, US (May 2022), 40 hrs
Pathological Investigations Extern Zoological Society of London, London, Eng, UK (May 2022), 80 hrs
Wildlife Rehabilitation Extern Secret World Wildlife Rescue, East Huntspill, Eng, UK (Apr 2022), 80 hrs
Wildlife Rehabilitation Extern Wildlife Aid, Leatherhead, Eng, UK (Mar 2022), 40 hours
Vets-in-the-Wild Extern Ecolife Expeditions, Potchefstroom, NWP, SA (Jul 2021), 120 hrs
International Scholar Laureate Program: Delegation on Medicine Envision Experience, Melbourne, 	VIC, and Sydney, NSW, AUS (May 2019), 150 hrs
National Youth Leadership Forum on Medicine, Envision Experience, Houston, TX, US (June 2012), 
	120 hrs

Grants, HOnors, Awards, and Scholarships

2024	$800	USD	Dr. Linda Wolf CARE for Wildlife Education Scholarship
2023	Merit Award	Innovetive Ambassador Program: Selected for excellent demonstration of 
			skill, expertise, and dedication to veterinary medicine for a fully funded 
			6-day community service program from a pool of over 75 hospitals.
2022	£1,000 	GBP	Royal Veterinary College Postgraduate Research Grant
2021	£11,025	GBP	Royal Veterinary College Postgraduate Bursary
2016 	$4,500 	USD	Wentz Undergraduate Research Grant
2015	$1,000 	USD	Joseph Fleming Memorial Scholarship
2015-2020	$10,000	USD	Oklahoma State University Tuition Waiver Scholarship; per annum
2015-2019	$10,000	USD	Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education Academic Scholars 
				Program; per annum
2015	$2,500	USD	Freshman Research Scholarship
2014	Service Award	Eagle Scout: Planned and implemented an adoption event for a local
				domestic animal rescue organization, including event planning, risk 
				mitigation, volunteer scheduling, and the creation and dissemination of a 
				protocol for future events with similar organizations.




PUBLICATIONS

2025	Funk, W., Shadbolt, T., Fox, M., Sainsbury, T., Blake, D. “Identification of Porrocaecum moraveci 
in red kites in England and Wales, a species of conservation concern.” Parasitology Research. 124(6), 61. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00436-025-08512-1 
2025	Funk, W., Duncan, K. “Seeing double”. April Case of the Month. National Center for 
Veterinary Parasitology. https://www.ncvetp.org/case-of-the-month/archives/04-2025 

MANUSCRIPTS IN REVIEW OR PREPARATION 

In Review	Funk, W. “Euthanasia” in The Veterinary Technician’s Wildlife Reference. Wiley, 
(Contracted)	Hoboken, NJ.
In Preparation	Funk, W., Gruntmeir, J. “Wildlife Parasitology and Laboratory Techniques” in The 
(Contracted)	Veterinary Technician’s Wildlife Reference. Wiley, Hoboken, NJ.
In Review	Funk, W. “Parvoviruses in Raccoons: Current Understandings and Captive 
	Management Implications”. Journal of Zoo and Wildlife Medicine.
In Preparation	Funk, W, Thomas, M., Yates, M., More, S., Ford, A., Taylor, J., Abbott, K. “Efficacy of 
	standard vaccination protocols in Northern raccoons (Procyon lotor) against parvovirus 
	in rehabilitation: A pilot trial.” Journal of Wildlife Rehabilitation.
In Preparation	Funk, W. Thomas, M. “Morbidity and Mortality of Raccoons Admitted to an Oklahoma 
	Rehabilitation Center Between 2015 and 2024”
In Preparation	Funk, W, “Assessment of Northern Raccoon (Procyon lotor) Rehabilitation and 
	Disease Outbreaks in North American Wildlife Rehabilitation Centers Between 2019 – 
	2024.”
In Preparation	Funk, W. “Assessment of Translocations of Mesocarnivores in Oklahoma Admitted to 
	Rehabilitation”
In Preparation	Funk, W., Duncan, K. “Baylisascaris procyonis surveillance in Northern Raccoons 
	(Procyon lotor) Admitted for Rehabilitation: A Public Health Assessment” 

GRAY LITERATURE

2024	Funk, W., Abbott, K., Gundlach, E., Thomas, M., Rusinko, P., Pline, J., Suttcliffe, K. 
	Animal Care Protocols. WildCare Oklahoma. Noble, OK, US. In-House Protocols
2022	Funk, W. Avian necropsy protocols. WildCare Oklahoma. Noble, OK, US. In-
	House Protocols
 
PRESENTATIONS

Invited Presentations
2025	Funk, W. “The Role of Wildlife Rehabilitation in Conservation”. University of Central Oklahoma 
	Student Chapter of The Wildlife Society (Sep 10, 2025). Edmond, OK, US.
2024	Funk, W. “Disease in Raccoons: Outbreaks, Vaccine Efficacy, and Post-mortem Investigations”. 
Oklahoma State University College of Veterinary Medicine Pathology Club Wet Lab (Oct 20, 2024). Stillwater, OK, US. PowerPoint.
Oral Presentations
2025	Funk, W. “Wildlife Rehabilitation: The Unseen Partner in Wildlife Health”. WDA2025 Global Voice 
	(Jul 28, 2025). Online. PowerPoint.
2025	Funk, W. “Disease Trends, Outbreaks, and Vaccine Efficacy in Rehabbed Raccoons”. National 
	Wildlife Rehabilitators Association Annual Symposium (Feb 24, 2025). Seattle, WA, US. 
	PowerPoint.
2024	Funk, W. “Research and Rehabilitation: Bridging the Gap Between Citizen Science and 
	Academia”. IWRC Tea and Coffee Webinar (Mar 25, 2024). Online. PowerPoint.
2022	Funk, W., Shadbolt, T., Blake, D., and Fox, M. “Morphologic and Molecular Characterization of 
Nematodes in Red Kites (Milvus milvus) in England and Wales”. Royal Veterinary College Postgraduate Research Symposium (Sep 9, 2022). ZSL, London, Eng, UK. PowerPoint.
Poster Presentations
2025	Funk, W. Thomas, M., Yates, M., Ford, A., More, S., Taylor, J., Abbott, K. “Disease Outbreaks & 
Vaccine Efficacy in Raccoons in Rehabilitation: A Pilot Study”. 73rd Annual International Conference of the Wildlife Disease Association (Jul 31, 2025). Victoria, BC, CA.
2025	Funk, W. “Opportunistic Disease Surveillance in Free-ranging Raptors in Oklahoma” National 
	Wildlife Rehabilitators Association Annual Symposium (Feb 24, 2025). Seattle, WA, US.
2024	Campbell, J., Abbott, K., McKown, M., Funk, W., O’Connell, T., Loss, S., Brandao, J. “Intake 
	causes of wild raptors to a wildlife rehabilitation center in Oklahoma (2020-2022). American 
	Association of Veterinary Medical Colleges’ Veterinary Scholars Symposium (Aug 9, 2024). St. 
	Paul, MN, US.
2022	Funk, W., Abbott, K., and Bryant, D. “Comparative Enclosure Design for Red Fox (Vulpes vulpes) 
	in a Rehabilitation Setting: A Case Study”. Royal Veterinary College Postgraduate Case Study 
	Symposium (May 31, 2022). RVC, London, Eng, UK.
2017	Funk, W., Taylor, C., and Grant, L. “A Comparison of the Growth of C3 and C4 Monocots in 
	Sandy Soil”. Botany Department Research Symposium (Dec 6, 2017). OSU, Stillwater, OK, 
	US.
2016	Funk, W., Sanderson, J., Wilkins, A., and Meyer. D. “Effect of Light Quality and Quantity on 
Growth and Development of C3 and C4 Grasses”. Botany Department Research Symposium (Apr. 28, 2016). OSU, Stillwater, OK, US.
2016	Funk, W., Fraser, S., Fuhlendorf, S. “Coyote Diets in Relation to Controlled Burns”. Henry 
	Bellman Department of Undergraduate Research Symposium (Apr 15, 2016) and Karen L. Smith 
	Undergraduate Research Symposium (Apr 21, 2016). OSU, Stillwater, OK, US.
	
NONTRADITIONAL SCIENTIFIC OUTLETS

Podcasts
March 2025	“Will and the Raccoons”. Wildlife Disease Talks. Wildlife Disease Association
Social Media Pages
2023 - Present 	Content creator for Funk’s Wildlife Disease Lab (Facebook, Instagram)
2020 - Present 	Content creator for Wildcare Oklahoma (Facebook, Instagram)
Newsletters Articles
Fall 2025	“American Mink”. WildCare Oklahoma Quarterly Newsletter
Spring 2025	“Hoo-hoo Are You?”. WildCare Oklahoma Quarterly Newsletter
Winter 2024	“Predator Release”. WildCare Oklahoma Quarterly Newsletter
Summer 2022	“Turtle Egg Incubation”. WildCare Oklahoma Quarterly Newsletter
Summer 2021	“Raptor Renesting”. WildCare Oklahoma Quarterly Newsletter
Spring 2021  	“Brumation”. Wildcare Oklahoma Quarterly Newsletter

COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE

2025 - Present 		Reviewer, Journal of Wildlife Management
2025 - Present		Planning Committee Member, Oklahoma Natural Resources Conference
2024 - Present		Secretary/Treasurer of the Board of Directors, TriCord Ranch Foundation
2024 - Present 	Secretary of the Board of Directors, Oklahoma Chapter of The Wildlife Society
2023 - Present	BVS Program Admissions Team Member, Royal Veterinary College
2024 - 2024	Member at Large of the Board of Directors, TriCord Ranch Foundation
2023 - 2024	Advisory Board Member with a Focus on Conservation, TriCord Ranch Foundation	
Apr 2023	Induction and Intubation Technician, Animal Balance and Innovetive Petcare
Jan - May 2020	General Volunteer, Oklahoma City Zoo
Sep 2017, 2018	Student Volunteer, Oklahoma State Fair Birthing Center
May - Aug 2018	Animal Care Volunteer, WildCare Oklahoma
Oct 2015	Homecoming Council Residential Life Chair Member, Oklahoma State University
2015 - 2016	Drummond Hall Community Council Floor President, Oklahoma State University

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 

The Wildlife Society Wildlife Disease Working Group Member, 2025 - Present
American Association of Veterinary Parasitologists Student Member, 2025 - Present 
American Association of Zoo Veterinarians Student Member, 2024 - Present
The Wildlife Society Oklahoma Chapter Member, 2024 - Present
National Wildlife Rehabilitators Association (NRWA) Member, 2024 - Present
Association of Wildlife Veterinary Technicians and Nurses (AWildVTN) Member, 2024 - Present
Duck’s Unlimited Oklahoma Chapter Member, 2024 - Present
Wildlife Disease Association Member, 2023 - Present
Wild Animal Alumni Association Member, 2023 - Present 
International Wildlife Rehabilitators Council (IWRC) Member, 2020 - Present 
The Wildlife Society Oklahoma State University Chapter Student Member, 2018-2020, 2024 - Present

Select Relevent Trainings

US Department of Health and Human Services: Improving Cultural Competency for Behavioral Health 
	Professionals, Sep 3, 2025 
CITI Program: Working with the IACUC, Dec 10, 2024
CITI Program: Conflict of Interest, Jun 24, 2024
CITI Program: Research Involving Illegal Activities or Undocumented Status, Jun 24, 2024
CITI Program: Wildlife Research, Jun 18, 2024
AWildVTN: May Community Discussion Hour - Avian Hematology, May 13, 2024
NWRA: Avian Clinical Pathology, Mar 1, 2024
Neel Veterinary Hospital: Septic Peritonitis: ER to ICU, Aug 16, 2023
Idexx Learning Center: Preventative Care - Diagnostics at Every Life Stages, Jun 27, 2023
British Divers Marine Life Rescue: Marine Mammal Rescuer Training, Jul 3, 2022
Hoedspruit Reptile Centre: Veterinary Reptile Medicine Course, Aug 1, 2020
IWRC: Pain Management, Feb 20, 2020
IWRC: Zoonoses, Feb 19, 2020
IWRC: Basic Wildlife Rehabilitation, Dec 2, 2017
Safe Capture International: Chemical Immobilization of Animals, Mar 14-15, 2016
 
